
Respect: Be  Thoughtful 

Integrity: Do the Right Thing 

Excellence: Do your very best 

Responsibility: Be in charge of 

yourself 

Newsletter 
Term 2 Week 2 - 21st April 2020 

Dates to Remember 
   

 
April     24th ANZAC Day Service—online at   
      11:50 
       
May     6th School Council 
      8th Mother’s Day Activity 
      18th—22nd Education Week 
      25th—29th Book Week 
      27th Simultaneous Storytime 
      29th Book Parade—Online 

       



Principal’s Report 

WELCOME BACK 
I would like to welcome you all back to school and learning in a completely new environment 
to all of us. COVID-19 is having an impact on all members of our community in a variety of 
ways. During these unprecedented times, our mental health and wellbeing are more im-
portant than ever. We as a community, need to look after our families, friends and community 
first to ensure we all get through this time.  
 
TERM 2: REMOTE & FLEXIBLE LEARNING 
Teaching and learning has had changes before, but nothing like we are experiencing now. We 
are endeavouring to cater for all our students needs and circumstances.  We ask for patience 
during this time. I understand how difficult it can be to juggle your own work and support your 
children’s learning.  If it isn’t working the way it should one, move onto something else.  
Our teachers and staff are working extremely hard to develop an online learning platform and 
learning for students who have limited or no access to consistent internet. Our main focus is to 
develop a routine for children learning at home and provide literacy and numeracy work for 
students to complete.  
TIPS: 
Setting up a learning environment 

Every home is different but it’s important to provide a quiet and comfortable space in which to 
learn. 

Where possible, extended learning should take place in a space your family shares. For exam-
ple, a lounge room or dining room. These spaces are preferable over a bedroom, where your 
child can feel isolated and supervision can be more challenging. 

It should be a place: 

 that can be quiet at times 

 that has a strong internet signal, if possible 
 where you or another adult is present as you would normally when your child is online, 

dependent on age. 

Establishing routines and expectations 

Start and end each day with a check-in to help your child: 

 clarify and understand the instructions they get from their teachers 

 help them organise themselves and set priorities for their learning at home. 

A healthy daily routine is great for mental and physical health, as well as concentration and 
learning. 

Encourage regular exercise breaks. This might mean going for a walk, using exercise DVDs and 
apps, dancing, floor exercises or using home exercise equipment. 
Encourage healthy eating habits and make sure they drink enough water. 
 
REMOTE & FLEXIBLE LEARNING PARENT FORUM 
I will be online on Wednesday the 29th of April between 8:00pm—9:00pm to discuss any 
questions parents may have or would like to provide us with feedback about our learning pro-
gram. We will be using the Teams platform that all students are connected. This could also be 
an opportunity for parents to share how they have set up the learning environment for their 
children. 
 
 



SCHOOL VISION 2020—2023 
At the previous School Council meeting we finalised our vision for our current strategic plan. The 
vision was created through the consultation process with families, including students and staff. 
Our new school vision is; 

To develop academically and socially confident students in an engaging learning environ-
ment, where they are inspired to reach their full potential. 

We are excited to begin the journey of living out our vision over the next four years. 
 
PARENT / STUDENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES—POSTPONED 
We will be rescheduling our conferences in the coming weeks. These will be conducted via the 
same booking system and will use Teams or a phone conversations. More information to come 
soon.  
 
FAMILY SUPPORT 
During this time, I will be working from home for one to one and a half days week to support my 
own children’s learning. I will still be contactable through the usual channels if the need arises.  
 
Cameron Landry 
Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S DIARY 

April 

23rd Home Learning 

27th Home Learning PM 

30th Home Learning 

GEM CHAT 
These daily questions have been developed to help families practise the GEM principles. They are a great way to facil-
itate positive conversations as your family shares a meal either in the morning, afternoon or evening or at a time that 
works best. Check out the GEM CHAT questions for this week below. 

Gratitude GEM CHAT Questions 

 What were three things that went well for you today? 

 Who is someone you feel really grateful for today? Tell us why. 

 What is it about our home that makes it our home/special family place? 
  What is something you are looking forward to tomorrow? 

The Resilience Project principles 
Gratitude – Paying attention to the things that we have right now, and not worrying about what we don’t have. We 
practise this by noticing the positives that exist around us.  

Empathy – Putting ourselves in the shoes of others to feel and see what they do. We practice this through 

being kind and compassionate towards other people. 
Mindfulness – Our ability to be calm and present at any given moment. We practice this through slowing 
down and concentrating on one thing at a time. This could be our breathing, completing a colouring sheet 
or noticing the noises we can hear.  
Emotional Literacy – Our ability to label our emotions as we experience them. Labelling our emotions helps us to 

manage our emotions (soften negative emotions and find positive emotions). We practice this by labelling our 
emotions as we experience different parts of our day. 

http://enquiries@theresilienceproject.com.au/


Student of the Week: Excellence 

 Teacher Student Reason 

Ms Hurse Ruby Ross Being such a positive learner. Ruby 
you set straight to work from home, 
using lots of different resources to 
support your learning! Congratula-
tions, I am extremely proud of you! 

Ms Hepburn Marlie Briody For quickly adapting to change and 
making the most of a situation no 
matter how unfamiliar. You have 
shown you are a brave learner and 
problem solver as you tackle remote 
learning. What a great attitude. Well 
done, Marlie! 

Tim Haase Thomas Ferguson By beginning a great piece of narra-
tive writing during the first week of 
Remote Learning. You obviously put 
lots of effort into your story Thomas 
which was great to see.  

Mr Landry Ellie Koros By supporting all students online to 
feel connected and part of our learn-
ing community.  

 

 

Please access the Book Club Virtual Catalogue via the following link:  

https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/  

Money can be dropped to school in an envelope with your completed order. Orders must be received by Fri-

day May 8th. When books arrive, I will contact you to arrange a pick up or delivery. 

Any questions, contact me via email.  

Thank you!  Caroline Hurse (hurse.caroline.a@edumail.vic.gov.au) 



F/1 News (from my lounge room office)! 

Firstly, Thank you!  

You have been inundated with information over the past few weeks and your heads must be 

spinning! I know mine is… 

Nevertheless, I hope you all had a restful break, a lovely Easter, and time to prepare for Remote 

Learning. 

There has been so much ‘advice’ on social media regarding Remote Learning. My philosophy for 

right now is… Do your best, do what you can, when you can. That’s all we can ask really. Learn-

ing can be fraught with uncertainty under normal circumstances, imagine how the children are all 

feeling right now.  

We have faith in every single one of you, as you have faith in us! I just ask that you communicate 

with us to tell us what works, or what might need some alteration to work for you. 

It has been said a trillion times, but we are in this together, and we will get through this and 

come out the other side intact!  

So, to all of our learning community: 

 Keep your cool, and keep it real! 

 Do what you can, when you can! 

 Make it fun! 

 Communicate with us! 

Caroline :) 

 

Some pictures of 

Remote Learning I 

have been sent. You 

guys rock!!! 

 





What’s happening in Grade 4/5/6?  

Welcome back for Term 2 everyone! 

What strange times we are in right now! As we all know this term will a Remote 

and Flexible Learning Term, which means the students and teachers will be learn-

ing and working from home whenever they can. 

It’s going to be very different and there are going to be lots of mistakes made, but 

also lots of lessons learned. 

We need to embrace it and do the best we can to look after ourselves. Something 

that is going to help with this, is getting ourselves into a learning routine at home, 

right from the word go! This will not look the same for each individual or family 

and that is ok! 

You need to find what works best for you and do what you can, when you can! 

Please feel free to send me some photos of 

your kids learning from home if you would like 

to!  

I can put these photos in the newsletter each 

week and they will also be good for us to look 

back at these weird times when it is all over! 

You can send them to me via email or mobile! 

*Please remember 

to fill in your home 

reading and GEM 

entry in your diary 

each day! 

Have a great week 

everyone! 

Tim 


